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ТurkicWeekly presents the weekly review of the most significant developments  in 
the Turkic world.ТurkicWeekly provides timely information and an objective 
assessment on  relevant issues in the agenda of Turkic countries. 
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THE 4TH MEETING OF MINISTERS OF TOURISM OF THE 

TURKIC COUNCIL WAS HELD IN ASTANA 
 
On August 8, the capital of Kazakhstan, Astana hosted the 4th meeting of Ministers of 

Tourism of the Turkic Council member-countries, where Ministers of Tourism of Kazakhstan, 
Azerbaijan, Kyrgyzstan and Turkey, as well as high-ranking officials from the ministries of 
the Turkic Council member-states and national tour operators took part. 

The meeting was moderated by Deputy Secretary General of the Turkic Council Omer 
Kocaman. The meeting discussed various issues of cooperation in tourism, including the 
development of tourism relations with Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan and China, simplification 
of visa regimes among the Turkic-speaking countries, as well as strengthening of relations 
with the UN World Tourism Organization. 

Ministers also discussed strategies to promote a joint tour package "The Modern Silk 
Road", aimed at demonstrating rich historical heritage of the Turkic states on the Great Silk 
Road. 

This tour package was prepared upon instructions of the heads of state of the Turkic 
Council, which was given at the 4th Summit held in the city of Bodrum (Turkey) in 2014. 
The tour package will let curious tourists visit all countries of the Turkic Council - Azerbaijan, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Turkey. 

Ministers were informed in detail about the latest updates on the website of the joint tour 
package "The Modern Silk Road". This website will let potential tourists get more detailed 
information about the tour package and countries. 



In addition, ministers were provided with information about the first round of the tour 
package, which will be held from August 31 to September 6, 2018 in Kazakhstan and 
Kyrgyzstan. During this tour, tourists will have a unique opportunity to attend the opening 
ceremony of the Third World Nomadic Games. 

The sides also discussed continuation of professional trainings in the services sector, 
implemented with the support of the Ministry of Tourism and Culture of the Republic of 
Turkey. More than 1,000 experts were trained in this direction, more than half of them are 
women. 

Also, the 13th meeting of the Working Group on Tourism of the Turkic Council took 
place within the framework of the meeting. At the end of the meeting, the ministers adopted 
the report of the 13th meeting of the Working Group, as well as the protocol of the 4th meeting 
of Ministers of Tourism of the Turkic Council member-countries. 
  



 
BUSINESS CENTERS WILL BE OPENED  

IN UZBEKISTAN 
 
President of Uzbekistan Shavkat Mirziyoyev has signed a Decree "On measures to create 

modern business centers Business City in the country”. 
According to the document, Business City centers will be established in regions and cities 

of Karakalpakstan, regions and the city of Tashkent. Decisions on the establishment of centers 
in the respective districts and cities will be taken before January 1, 2019. 

The centers are created in order to further improve the architectural appearance and 
improvement of the centers, increase the attractiveness for investors, build modern buildings 
on the main tourist routes, and create convenience for ordinary citizens of Uzbekistan. 

The Decree states that the leading domestic and foreign designers will develop projects 
for business centers. The projects will be implemented with the participation of investors, 
with donations, loans and other sources. 

S. Mirziyoyev has instructed to establish a directorate for the construction and operation 
of facilities on the territory of Business City. In addition, the President of Uzbekistan 
commissioned the use of energy-saving technologies in the construction of business centers. 

This project will make a significant contribution to the development of the economy of 
Uzbekistan. 

 
  



 
ASHGABAT BECAME A CITY WITH  

MILLION RESIDENTS 
 
On August 7, an edition of Turkmenportal reported that the population of Ashgabat, the 

capital of Turkmenistan, exceeded one million people. In this regard, it is planned to expand 
the boundaries of the city. 

The head of the capital administration Shamukhammet Durdylyev informed the President 
of Turkmenistan Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedov about the increase in the population and plans 
to expand the borders. The president supported the idea of increasing the city's territory and 
brought this issue to the consideration of the Mejlis. According to Berdimuhamedov, it is 
necessary to create a new etrap (district) in Ashgabat. 

Now there are six etraps in the city. Two of them, Abadan and Ruhabat, became part of 
the capital in 2013. New etraps were created from lands formerly belonging to the Akhal 
velayat (region). Archabil etrap in the modern form was created in 2015, combining the 
Chandybil and Archabil etraps, as well as part of the territory of the Abadan etrap. 

During the period of independence, the population of the Turkmen capital has grown 
steadily. So, in 1995 in the city of Ashgabat lived 604.7 thousand people, in 2002 - 743 
thousand people, in 2005 - 900 thousand people. 

 
  



 
 

A NEW GOLDEN MAN WAS FOUND IN KAZAKHSTAN  
 
During the excavation of one of the Eleke Sazy burial mounds in the Tarbagatay region 

of East Kazakhstan region, held under the leadership of well-known Kazakhstan archaeologist 
Zeynolla Samashev, there was made a discovery that demonstrates new horizons of the history 
of Kazakhstan and the Turkic world: a new Golden Man was found. 

Discovery on the Eleke Sazy is amazing in many respects. This is the untouched burial 
place of of Early Saka period belonging to 8 - 7 centuries BC. According to anthropologists, 
a 17-18-year-old man is buried in the mound. His height is supposedly 165-170 cm. 
Anthropological type is generally European, but also with Mongoloid signs. 

All findings have been preserved in good condition, so it is possible to reconstruct the 
costume and appearance of young man. Clothes from head to legs were embroidered with 
gold beads. There is a hryvna at the neck of the man that serves as an indicator of high social 
status. Also a quiver and a dagger in a gold case were found near the young man. 

Bones and objects are well preserved, so cultural and historical reconstruction will restore 
the picture of life of people of those times.  

 
  



 
 

MONGOLIA HOSTED AN INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM 
ON "ALTAI PEOPLE-VII" 

 
On August 6-10, an international symposium on "Altai peoples-VII: customs, traditions 

and laws" was held in the capital of Mongolia, Ulaanbaatar. 
The main themes of the symposium were traditions, customs, rituals of peoples of the 

Altaic language family living in the wide space of continental Eurasia. 
The symposium was attended by scientists from Mongolia, Kazakhstan, Turkey, Russia, 

the United States, China, Japan, Korea and several other states. 
Among the participants of the scientific event were the president of the International 

Turkic Academy Darkhan Kydyrali and the expert of the Turkic Academy Napil Bazylkhan. 
A regularly held scientific symposium on the languages and culture of peoples of the 

Altaic language family makes a great contribution to the development of Altaic studies as a 
branch of modern humanitarian science. 

 


